Virginia Swimming  Disability  Committee
Report for August 22, 2017

The VSI Disability Committee wishes to acknowledge the passing of Mr  Lee H. Gibbs, 68, on August 16th, 2017.  Lee served as the chair of the VSI  Disability Committee for many years, and he was always  a strong  LSC  and national  advocate for this special  and very  important  cohort of swimmers. Lee was a graduate of the University of Richmond and he was retired from Dominion  Virginia Power. He was a retired Lt. Col. In the Virginia Army National Guard, where he was Commander of the Third Battalion, 111th Air Defense Artillery. Lee, you will be missed by many.  Lee, thank you for all that you did for our VSI swimmers and for opening our eyes  to the unique needs of our  Disability  Swimmers.
Joseph Peppersack, our former VSI  Disability Swimmer,  moved on August 22 to the University of  Mary  Washington,  where he plans  to study  business.  Joseph is on the UMW  Swim  Team. This summer, Joseph participated in two of the Para Swimming World Series,  in Indianapolis and in Berlin.  In Berlin, Joseph swam in two relays,  where he  helped to earn  GOLD  in both.  Joseph  also  earned a bronze medal for one of his individual  events.  Go,  Joseph !!
Sean  Harrington  is still working at  Chesapeake Regional  Medical Center, in the Department of  Materials  Management.  Sean still swims 3 to 4 times per week at the Great Bridge YMCA , where he does 5,000 meter swimming workouts.  Sean also plays the trumpet in an amateur /professional  band called the ”17 South. “
Samantha  Tubbs has set several American  records. She is still training at the Olympic Training  Center  in  Colorado Springs, Colorado. She has just received her letter of acceptance for continued training at the Olympic  Training Center next year. 
Emilia  Scovel  has been recovering from major  surgery, involving muscle  lengthening  and left ankle manipulation.   She has been with her Summer League Swim Team, the Dominion  Valley  Sharks.
The VSI  Disability Committee is very fortunate to have  Coach Dalton Herendeen  join our group. 
Coach Herendeen  is a very active  Swimming  coach for the Fredericksburg  area.  He is also  a lower extremity  amputee and  is truly remarkable in how  he  maneuvers with his leg  prosthesis.  The Disability Committee is very pleased  to have  Coach  Herendeen as  a superb  role model for our 
VSI  swimmers.
Upcoming events for last summer and fall include:

· The 2017  Deaflympics, which took place  in Samsun, Turkey from July 18th – 30th, 2017. 
· Sept 9th – 10th, 207:  The California   Classic (Yucaipa, CA:  PI  Nat  Classifications   available)
· Sept. 10th, 2017:  the  USA  Paralympic  Swimming  Clinic  (Lakeland, Florida)
· Sept.  13, 2017:  the USA Aquatic Sports Convention Disability Swimming  Workshop
· October 21- 22:  the ASL   Fred   Lamback  Disability  Meet  (Augusta,  GA )
· December  14th – 17th :  Can-Am  OPEN  (Charlotte, N.C )
· January  21 and  22,  2018:   The Disability  Swimming Workshop (Colorado Springs OTC 

[bookmark: _GoBack]If  you have specific  concerns or  suggestions for better inclusion and  recognition of our VSI  Disability Swimmers,  please contact me or one of our VSI  Disability Comm.  Members.  The members of your VSI  Disability  Swimming Committee include:  Coach Dalton Herendeen, , Pat  Donohue, Jessica Simons, Kim Downs, Coach Art  Anthony, Ray Tubbs,  John Harrington, Sandy Peppersack, and Sean Harrington. The VSI  Disability Comm needs at least two athletes  (who can be able – bodied) to serve on this committee .Interested  athletes should  contact  David Strider, VSI  Disability  Comm. Chairperson.

Respectfully submitted,

David V. Strider
Chairperson : VSI  Disability Swimmers  Committee                                                                                                            
